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This is my last Editorial as Editor-in-Chief of the Journal. It has been an enormous privilege to perform this role over the last 5 years. It has only been possible through the considerable efforts and support of many people. The Journal has been very well supported by the publishing team at SAGE, who have provided a very reliable publishing process, as well as supporting and helping develop various initiatives such as the Journal App, the Journal twitter feed (@ JHSEur) and a new website for the Journal starting in 2017.
A vast amount of unheralded work is performed by our team of reviewers, especially the members of the Editorial Board. All year they consistently and promptly assess articles and provide a detailed critique to help the Editorial team decide on each article. In an age where little is valued unless paid for, it is a mark of our profession that so many people give so much of their time for free, in order to contribute further to our speciality. I hope they find the work enjoyable and fulfilling; I am very grateful for their support of the Journal.
Most of my predecessors as Editor edited the Journal on their own. I am humbled by how much work they did alone; I am very grateful for the legacy they have left and the support they have given me over 5 years. Now there is a team of Editors; next year this will increase to five Editors (three from the UK and one each from the Netherlands and Germany), as well as the new Editor-in-Chief. I am greatly indebted to the hard work and support of all the Editors in the last 5 years. I particularly highlight the contribution of Geoff Hooper, who was a previous sole Editor and continues to work to the very highest standard as an Editor, as well as providing a source of great wisdom and experience to the Editor-in-Chief.
We also have a statistical team of three statisticians (two of whom are doctors) providing further specialist support to the Journal and a newly appointed Social Media Editor, Zaf Naqui. He will be running the Twitter feed and helping develop the social media output of the Journal. The Journal is supervised by the British Society for Surgery of the Hand (BSSH) Committee of Management. I have been very lucky to be supported so well by the committee and particularly the two chairs, first Simon Knight and then David Shewring.
Overall more than 400 people contribute to the production of the Journal each year, not including authors who submit their articles and letters. Yet we still need more clinicians and scientists to contribute, especially as reviewers, but also in other roles; do apply. Of all these people, the most important person is the Journal Manager, Wendy Patterson. Wendy provides the day-to-day continuity for the Journal, whether at home or on holiday. She performs an enormous range of tasks with good humour and patience. I, and many of my predecessors, have been extremely fortunate to work with her.
I thank everyone who has contributed to the Journal and you the reader for allowing me the privilege of editing this Journal. I leave confident that the Journal will continue to change and advance under the leadership of Jin Bo Tang, who takes over from me as the Editor-in-Chief in 2017. Please support him as well as you have supported me.
Grey Giddins Editor in Chief
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